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Small German squadrons made flying raids upon the English 
ports on two occasions. Appearing off Yarmouth on November 3, 
they caused some damage, and on December 16, the ports of Scar­
borough, Hartlepool and Whitby were bombarded and many inhabi­
tants killed or wounded. The German cruisers, which were then 
at sea, were able to inflict considerable damage on British and allied 
shipping. The most successful of these were the Karlsruhe, the Emden 
and the Kcenigsberg. The Emden was finally destroyed by the Austra­
lian cruiser "Sydney" at the Cocos islands on November 9, and 
the Kcenigsberg was bottled up in the Rufigi river in German East 
Africa, where she was subsequently destroyed. On November 3, a 
British squadron of three cruisers encountered a German squadron 
of much superior force off the harbour of Coronel in Chile. The 
German Admiral von Spee skilfully taking advantage of weather 
conditions, succeeded in sinking the Monmouth and Good Hope, 
while the third British vessel escaped. When this event became known 
to the Admiralty, another squadron of superior strength was secretly 
equipped and despatched under Admiral Sturdee in search of the 
victors. On the morning of December 5, the German squadron of 
five ships was sighted off the Falkland islands and four of them were 
quickly destroyed. They were gallantly fought to the last. 

Several British cruisers and destroyers were sunk by submarines, 
and on October 27 the "Audacious," a new super-dreadnought, was 
sunk by a mine off the north coast of Ireland. German merchant 
shipping was quickly swept from the face of the ocean, being cap­
tured or interned in neutral ports. 

The war against the German overseas possessions was vigor­
ously prosecuted. The German colony in Samoa was taken by an 
expedition from New Zealand on August '29. The Bismarck Archi­
pelago was captured by the Australians on September 12, and King 
William's Land, and Yap in the Caroline islands were occupied by 
them in the latter part of the same month. The colonial forces of 
British South Africa invaded German South West Africa. Japan 
declared war against Germany on August 23. In September, a Japan­
ese army, joined by a small British force, besieged the fortress of Tsing-
tau which surrendered on November 7. The Marshall islands were 
occupied by the Japanese on October 6. 

An insurrection in South Africa headed by Generals de Wet and 
Beyers was quickly suppressed by the colonial forces. 

A Canadian expeditionary force was rapidly assembled in August, 
1914, at the training camp of Valcartier, near Quebec, where it re­
mained until transportation and a sufficient escort of ships of war 
could be provided late in the following month; and on October 14, 
this force consisting of approximately 32,000 men arrived at Plymouth. 
Contingents from Australia and New Zealand were transported to 
Egypt. A large force of British territorial troops was despatched to 
India, liberating an expeditionary force of British and Indian troops 
for service in France. The French Nineteenth Army Corps from 
Algeria was conveyed across the Mediterranean unmolested, and 
great numbers of native troops were recruited for service in the 
French dominions of Africa and Asia, and brought to France. Such 


